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A call for project proposals by 
Islington Giving’s Supporting Families Resident Panel
Application Guidelines 


Islington Giving’s Supporting Families Resident Panel call for applications
In developing this call we have considered our own knowledge and experiences of growing up and living in Islington and looked at research and data highlighting the needs and issues in the borough. 
We are inviting applications for projects that engage and empower isolated parents/carers. 
We want to fund work that will reduce the likelihood of families facing crisis by offering social, emotional and community support as well as opportunities for parents to improve their practical skills.

Projects must be for parents or carers of children under 18 (or under 30 if they have a child living with any type of disability). Support can be offered in groups or on a 1:1 basis (in a home or community setting) delivered by professionals or peers or a combination of both. 
Our focus is particularly on offering support to families who have limited access to wider networks because of social or financial isolation, relationship conflict / domestic violence or a family member living with a physical or learning disabilities and / or mental ill-health.   

We are also particularly interested to hear how people with disabilities will benefit from proposed projects.
This document provides guidance for interested organisations. It is intended to help you (1) decide whether this call is right for you, and (2) frame the content of your application if you want to apply. 

The overall budget for this call is £115,000. The maximum for an individual grant will be up to £30,000.  We hope to be able to fund projects of different scope and scale and welcome applications for smaller projects too. We would prefer to fund projects embedded in Islington that have longer term benefits for Islington residents beyond the funded project.

What we are looking for - our criteria
We are open to a range of project ideas and suggestions. Projects must:

· Be for Islington parents or carers of children under 18 (or under 30 if they have a child living with any type of disability).
· Be free.
· Be focussed on early help supporting parents before they reach crisis.
· Have clear plans for how they will reach isolated people / communities and proactively engage people who don’t know what support is out there or feel like services are not for them.
· Build on people’s strengths and increase wellbeing, confidence and skills.
The Panel will prioritise projects that: 

· Provide an opportunity for people to connect / get together / feel part of a community. 
· Take place in spaces where people feel safe and at ease or are offered online at times that are accessible to parents.
· Are inclusive and culturally sensitive, ideally with staff and volunteers that people can identify with and are representative of the communities they serve.  
· Have established community links and work in partnership with others.     
· Have some people in their organisation (staff, trustees or volunteers) with lived experience of the issues they are supporting people with.
· Have long term benefits for the people they support and some level of signposting or continuity when the funded project comes to an end.
Proposals do not have to be for new or innovative projects. We will give equal consideration to tried and tested activities or approaches that can be further extended to different times or venues.
If successful, projects will be funded from March 2022. We recognise that is it hard to plan as there are a lot of uncertainties and know that flexibility in delivery timescales and methods may be needed. What does feels certain right now is that COVID-19 has increased social isolation, financial hardship, and intensified family life and this should inform project proposals. 

Your Outcomes 

By funding projects through this call, we are aiming to make a positive difference to Islington parents/ carers. We are interested to hear from you about what outcomes your project aims to help achieve.
Who can apply?
To be eligible to apply: 

· Charities/constituted groups must have a management committee of at least 3 unpaid and unrelated people who have ultimate responsibility for the organisation and its finances.
· Charitable Incorporated Organisations, Community Interest Companies or Social Enterprises must have a management committee of at least 3 unrelated directors who have ultimate responsibility for the organisation and its finances.
· Your organisation must have a governing document or constitution.  
· Your organisation must have a bank account. 
· Your organisation must have a set of accounts or a list of income and expenditure. 
Islington Giving prioritises supporting voluntary and community sector groups based in Islington.
However, we are also interested in hearing from groups based out of the Borough which can provide high-quality support for Islington’s parents/carers. If you are based out of the borough you will need to demonstrate that you have local knowledge and links. All decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis. 
Please note that the programme will not fund:

· Statutory services
· Advancement of religion and religious groups, unless they offer non-religious activities and support to the local community

· Commercial or for-profit activities

· Work that has already taken place.

How to apply 
Complete an online application form. To access the form please click here.
As part of our assessment process, we will aim to meet shortlisted groups, along with an Islington Giving programme staff member, to discuss your project in more detail, follow up on any points of clarification, and ensure we have a full understanding of all the elements of your proposal. As Islington Giving’s Supporting Families Resident Panel, we make all the final decisions on which grants to award. 
Decision making timeline 
· Application forms should be completed by 12 noon on Friday 12th November 2021.
· Assessment meetings (for shortlisted applicants) with the Resident Panel and Islington Giving grants officers will take place between 14th December 2021– 18th January 2022.
· Applicants will be informed of decisions to award grants by Friday 4th February 2022.
If Your Application is Successful
Once you have been notified of the Supporting Families Resident Panel’s decision to fund your project you will be sent Islington Giving’s terms and conditions – which you will be required to read and sign. 

Full details of our requirements for feedback from your project will be agreed following confirmation of a successful application. Funded organisations will be required to keep financial records of how the grant is spent and to provide feedback on progress and learning every 12 months and when the project comes to an end. 
Successful organisations will also be asked to provide publicly accessible examples of their work (e.g. case studies, photographs, blog posts) and must be willing to act as ambassadors and supporters of the Islington Giving campaign, with imaginative ideas for how this can be achieved.
Please contact Nikki Wimborne – nikki.wimborne@cripplegate.org.uk – with any specific questions.  

About Islington Giving
Islington is a borough of stark contrasts – a place where great wealth sits alongside hidden poverty. Islington Giving was set up in 2010 to address these issues and create opportunities for people in Islington. It is a partnership that brings together residents, businesses, community organisations and funders to make a real difference in the Borough. 

Islington Giving currently supports over 40 local projects across 3 core themes:
· Investing in Young People 

· Supporting Families 
· Reaching Isolated People
Please see the Islington Giving website www.islingtongiving.org.uk for further details of our work. 

Background to Islington Giving’s Supporting Families Programme 

After consulting with local families and those that work with them, Islington Giving launched their supporting families strategy – ‘A life not a service’ – in July 2017.

Since its launch three of the four action areas (Building Social Networks, The Family Catalyst fund and Providing Activities) have been acted upon.  
To progress the fourth action area, developing confidence and skills for parents, Islington Giving has recruited 8 local residents to shape the programme and make decisions as to how the grants budget of £115,000 is spent. 
We are a group of 8 Islington residents who have joined Islington Giving to shape this open call and make grant decisions that will benefit Islington parents and carers.
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