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Looking back over the past year, the voices 
of residents, community partners, and local 
organisations in Islington tell a clear story: it 
has been a year of hardwon resilience. In a 
borough marked by stark inequality, people’s 
determination, compassion, and everyday 
acts of solidarity continue to shine through. 
That spirit remains one of Islington’s greatest 
sources of strength.

A year of 
community 
resilience

“Islington Giving, thank you for making it
happen. Without the funding, my dreams 
would never have been achieved.” 
Deannia,  
Islington Giving Alum

Cally Crew, 
Alumni social event
June 2025

Justice drives 
every decision

Residents shape 
what happens

Communities  
are connected

Resources are
shared fairly

Four Pillars of the Giving Movement 

Sarah Benioff, 
CEO Islington Giving 
and Cripplegate Foundation

In 2025, local people, partners and supporters marked 15 years of collective 
action through Islington Giving. Since 2010, more than £12.5 million has been 
raised and invested directly in the community. This shared effort - between 
residents, community organisations, funders, and local businesses - responds 
to urgent need while giving people the power and dignity to shape solutions for 
themselves.

Together, the community’s energy, insight and resources enable quick, 
meaningful action on the issues that matter most. Working with partners across 
the borough and the wider London’s Giving movement, we share learning, 
challenge systems, and back residents’ ideas - helping neighbourhoods become 
places people are proud of. 

Thank you to everyone whose commitment has carried this work forward – this 
year and over many years. And to those newly discovering our work: we invite 
you to stand with the people of Islington to help make the borough a fairer, 
kinder place to live and work, for everyone. 
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The local context: 
Two Islingtons

“Having had the experience 
of living in a large estate 
myself, social interactions 
can feel difficult – leading 
to a sense of being alone in 
the crowd.” 
Juliana Ramos da Costa 
Hodel, Lady Stitch 
Embroidery

Living in poverty also means 

▲  Higher stress levels
▲  Higher risk of depression and anxiety
▲  Long waiting lists to access mental health services
▼  A lower life expectancy 

These statistics only tell part of the story. For Disabled people, people 
from minoritised communities, those living in social housing, or caring 
for someone else, the likelihood of being in poverty – and facing these 
and other barriers to living a good life – are even higher. 

But in every neighbourhood in Islington there are amazing people 
working to support their neighbours and bring about positive change.

Insights from the community 

“In our community, teenage girls lack access 
to affordable extracurricular activities. With 
increasing concerns about youth mental health, 
inactivity, and social isolation, there is a need for 
programmes that encourage healthy lifestyles and 
positive social engagement.” 
Tim Banquero, Next Muay Thai

“Many Somali families, 
especially elderly people and 
families raising children with 
disabilities, face barriers to 
accessible, culturally sensitive 
wellbeing activities. Often, 
they are hesitant to enter new 
spaces, particularly out of 
doors.” 
Bashir Iid, Somalia Community 
Gardening and Welfare

Source: Islington Council, Tackling Poverty 2025

43% 
of children are  
living in poverty

27,000 
households are 
living below the 
poverty line

1,300 
of these households 
are in crisis – 
unable to meet the 
basics of day-to-
day life. 
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Good Neighbours Scheme, 
run by Help on Your Doorstep

2025 in numbers

£1.38m 
raised 

£1.12m 
awarded in  
grants

13,200 
people reached through funding (estimated)

76 
organisations supported  
with grants between £2,000 
and over £100,000

70 
community ideas brought to 
life with £500 grants through 
the Make it Happen fund

30 
local people involved in 
resident-led grant making

36 
people who have previously 
taken part in a resident grant 
panel engaged in further 
activities and opportunities 
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Carers’ Panel 
Funding to support people doing 
unpaid caring work in the borough, 
decided on by four residents with lived 
experience of caring responsibilities. 
The panel had £46,000 to distribute 
and funded six projects.

One funded project was Park 
Theatre’s Kick Off with a Verse – a 
creative writing programme which 
gives carers of people with dementia 
the time and space to express 
themselves and build emotional 
resilience through creativity.

“I loved meeting the people who
would be benefitting from the grant,
hearing their stories and the
wonderful work they do.”  
Carers’ Panellist 

Community Panel
14 panellists aged from 18 to over 
60 chose to prioritise projects 
offering integrated support to meet 
residents’ needs as a whole – and 
projects which offer people who 
use them “hope and a spark”. The 
panel had £150,000 to allocate and 
awarded eight grants. The round 
was extremely competitive, with 56 
applications received. 

One funded project was Tech, 
Tea, and Biscuits run by People’s 
Place Community Partnership. 
Local young people are trained 
to provide 1:1 tech support to 
older residents, supporting 
them to become more digitally 
connected while fostering valuable 
intergenerational relationships.

Local people
leading the way
People in Islington understand their neighbourhoods and challenges 
better than anyone, which is why we have been running resident-led 
grant making panels since 2018. When local people make decisons about 
their place, impact and innovation follow because they fund and shape 
projects that reflect the community's aspirations.

Through the resident grant-making process, 
people learn more about what’s already 
happening in their community. Many are 
inspired to get involved with an existing 
project or address unmet needs by starting 
their own project.

Seeing ‘behind the curtain’ of grant-making, 
local people are also better equipped to 
access other available funding. 

Resident-led grant making since 2018

135 residents 
£1.67m distributed to 
local projects

2025/6 programmes 

30 residents
£391,000 distributed to
local projects

Lydia,
Islington Giving Alum

Community Panel 2025

Young Grant Makers 
2025-26

Young Grant Makers
Thanks to additional support from 
Linklaters and Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation, our 12 Young Grant 
Makers had £195,000 of funding to 
distribute. They wanted to support 
young people aged 13-20 (up to 25 
for neurodiverse young people) to 
navigate key life transitions. 

The panel prioritised projects that offer 
engaging educational opportunities 
and which proactively reach young 
people who may otherwise be 
excluded from services, for example 
because of issues around crime, 
mental health, neurodiversity, 
language barriers or disability. 

“It has been meaningful to see how 
our lived experiences are valued and 
used to shape funding decisions that  affect
our community.  The discussions helped me
think more critically about impact, fairness,
and the role young people can play in 
influencing systems” 
Jarah, Young Grant Maker
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Beyond resident-led
grant making: 
Alumni Ambassadors 

Alum Izzy taking part in 
the Endowments Investing
Challenge

Deannia
Deannia is a local resident and long-time 
member of the Parent House, who took part 
in our first intergenerational Community 
Panel in 2024. Her involvement in decision-
making has catalysed Deannia’s passion for 
connecting the community.

Since joining the panel, Deannia has 

	• �Met the Mayor of Islington to talk about 
mental health 

	• �Shared her poetry at Islington Giving 
events 

	• �Taken part in a community theatre 
project with one of our grantees 

	• Signed up to IT training 

	• �Launched her ‘Expressions’ events and 
accessed a Make it Happen grant 

Rooftop Expressions: 
Deannia’s aim was to bring people 
together, and encourage open 
conversations around mental health, 
loneliness, and emotional wellbeing, using 
the arts as a powerful tool for expression 
and connection. 

“The event was amazing – just as I 
imagined it to be. It was about people
coming out of different situations and
just knowing they can find a way
to enjoy themselves and breathe…” 

When local people get involved 
in grant making and see that the 
decision making power is really 
in their hands, many want to 
continue making an impact in their 
community beyond the end of the 
programme. 

In 2025, 36 people 
were engaged in the
Alumni programme. 
This includes:

�Being employed to run the Young 
Grant Makers programme  

�Sitting as permanent members 
of the Islington Giving Grants 
Committee

�Joining the Islington Council 
Community Chest decision-making 
panel 

�Sitting on the Future Generations 
Panel as part of the Endowments 
Investing Challenge

�Accessing Make it Happen grants 
to bring their own projects to life

�Supporting our fundraising efforts, 
sharing experiences with funders, 
speaking at events and helping to 
promote our work.

Izzy joined our Young Grant Makers 
programme in 2022. She went on to co-
lead the programme in 2023, and to sit 
on a Children in Need decision making 
panel. She is now taking part in the 
Endowments Investing Challenge with 
other foundations, breaking new ground 
in the UK philanthropic space by putting 
young people at the heart of how 
endowment investments are shaped. 

Our Alumni Programme supports 
grant makers to access paid local 
opportunities, play a stronger role in 
decisionmaking, build skills through 
ongoing support, secure funding to 
develop their own projects, and take an 
active lead on the issues that matter in 
their community.

Alumni visit to The Mayor's Parlour

“It was empowering to be able to make a
 big decision that would impact hundreds 
of young people”.

Deannia, 
Islington Giving
Alum
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Thomas Underwood

Giesbach Gala
“Our street is home to a wide range 
of people who rarely get a chance to 
connect meaningfully. Many people 
have told us they’d love to know their 
neighbours better but don’t know 
where to start. A community-led street 
party will bring together neighbours, 
friends, and family through food, 
music, art and crafts.” 

Making residents’ 
ideas happen

Patrick Penny-Annang

The Mandem: Link-Up x Better 
Space
“At Link-Up events we watch films, 
share meals, and create safe spaces 
for honest conversations about 
being a man in today’s world. We 
hosted a special games night to 
encourage more men to join us. For 
some it was their first experience 
of a space where men talk openly 
about their mental wellbeing 
and helped them feel part of a 
community.”Kirsty Reynolds

LGBTQI + Life Drawing 
“LGBTQI+ representation matters, 
especially in creative spaces. Our event 
offers a free, inclusive, and safe space 
where LGBTQI+ people can express 
themselves. This is more than just an 
art class, this is about uplifting each 
other and celebrating our identities 
through creativity.”

Jane Beveridge
 

Crossing Over: Cally Festival
“Crossing Over: Cally Festival 
invited people to cross social 
barriers, showcasing creativity 
through dance, storytelling, and 
vibrant community engagement, 
fostering a shared sense of 
belonging and connection.”

“This is such an empowering approach to
community funding. Small, accessible
grants like this can unlock ideas that might
otherwise never get off the ground. I really
appreciate the emphasis on supporting
people through the process, not just opening 
 the door and walking away. Initiatives like
this show real trust in local insight and
creativity, and that’s often where the most
meaningful change begins.” 
Giving Insight, LinkedIn

Islington is a vibrant place with so much happening at a 
community level. However, opportunities to come together – 
to connect, learn a new skill, improve your area or just bring 
joy to your neighbours – feel harder due to rising costs and 
lack of community spaces. The Make it Happen Fund gives 
residents the chanceto bring to life ideas that contribute to 
a healthier, happier community.

Since the launch of the programme in 2022 we have seen an incredible 
range of ideas from murals and art installations, to cultural cooking 
sessions and parent support groups. 

2025 was no exception. We funded 70 brilliant projects helping make 
neighbourhoods places people are proud of. 

Cally Cross Over

The Mandem Link-Ups

Sunflower Parent Group

12 | impact report 2025 impact report 2025 | 13 



"We Made it Happen" event, June 2025

In 2025, 56 young people and 
28 families, some supporting 
three or more children, 
accessed a Catalyst Grant.  
This included:

	• �A 6-week roller skating course, 
rollers skates, helmet and pads for 
a young woman struggling with 
suicidality to learn a skill she has 
always wanted to try 

	• �Hair studio equipment, for a young 
person wanting to start their own 
hairdressing business 

	• �Tickets to see The Snowman and 
eat out in a restaurant for a family 
with three young children who are 
struggling with the cost of living

	• �Swimming lessons for a family, 
to learn a new skill and boost 
wellbeing

Islington Giving Catalyst Grants recognise 
that while support with every day financial 
challenges is vital, to live a good life people 
also deserve the chance to look beyond 
their immediate circumstances. 
The grants offer young people and families the 
opportunity to achieve their ambitions, to explore 
their aspirations, or to do something fun. 

“Our team supports families who do not have 
sufficient money to pay for activities to improve 
the outcomes of their children. Catalyst funding 
provides a life outside the family’s immigration 
situation.” 
No Recourse to Public Funds team, Catalyst Partner

 Catalyst Grants:  
A chance to look  
beyond crisis  Sonja’s Story

“Since having to flee her home country 
and arriving in the UK, Sonja, age 13, 
and her sisters have been the primary 
caretakers for their mother who is 
living with HIV. A few months ago, the 
hotel they were living in was tragically 
destroyed by a fire – they lost all 
their belongings and were moved to 
another asylum hotel in Islington. 
 
Amidst the extreme adversity she 
has faced, Sonja has turned to art 
as a source of calm and stability. 
Through it, she has found solace 
and a powerful means of expressing 
herself. A Catalyst Grant enabled 
Sonja to purchase a high-quality art 
kit and to enrol in an art class offering 
the chance to develop her passion, 
explore new techniques and embrace 
her creativity.” 
Body & Soul

In Islington, 43% 
of children are 
growing up in 
poverty.

27,000 households 
have an income of 
£25,000 or less, 
managing on a 
“survival” budget.
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Transitioning to new models

St Luke’s - Community Shop and Café 
For just £5 a week, residents choose a basket of fresh 
food and essentials. The shop and café offer a place to 
connect, get advice and feel supported – in a warm and 
welcoming space.

Mildmay Community Food Club
Developing a Food Club co-operative model to pool 
resources, access wholesale prices and work alongside 
the community food project - a small-scale market 
garden focusing on regenerative food growing.

ARC Community Space 
Transforming a long-standing food bank to a 
sustainable food pantry model and helping to address 
the root causes of insecurity for users. Clients also receive 
free membership to ARC yoga classes, drop-in support 
and gardening workshops. 

Manor Gardens Welfare Trust – Jean’s Café
A community café using surplus food donations to serve 
meals on a pay-what-you-feel basis, so that everyone 
can enjoy a healthy and nutritious meal regardless of 
their financial situation.

The Peel – Community Food and Support Club
A sustainable model of community food provision, 
combined with wrap-around, holistic support for 
residents of Clerkenwell, aiming to ensure a better 
quality and range of food and create a deeper sense of 
community and belonging.

Building a 
community-led model 
of food provision

“The current food
bank model is not
sustainable to meet
the high levels of 
need because it
predominantly relies
on donations to 
address a systemic 
issue of food 
insecurity caused by
inadequate income
and social support.”  
Julie Parish, Octopus 
Community Network

5,100 households in Islington are currently at the extreme of food 
insecurity – meaning they are uncertain whether they can acquire 
enough food to provide for the household in socially acceptable 
ways. Many more are struggling with day-to-day costs, at risk of 
falling into crisis. 

Thanks to funding from Google.org, since 2022 Islington 
Giving has committed £490,000 to support food-related 
projects in the borough. 

As the cost of living remains high and more people 
struggle to meet the basics, the food sector is 
recognising that emergency provision is not a 
sustainable response in the long term.

In 2025, we worked with Octopus Community Network, 
Feeding Britain and local organisations to plan how 
best to support self-sustaining, community-led and 
sustainable approaches that offer members dignified 
choices and help to build a thriving food system for the 
long-term. Through this work we funded:

	• �five projects establishing sustainable and community-
led food provision models 

	• �Help on Your Doorstep's work to further embed advice 
services within food aid settings, helping address root 
causes of hardship – including debt, mental health 
challenges and welfare benefits issues

	• �Voluntary Action Islington and Octopus Community 
Network's training to build volunteer capacity

	• �18 food banks supporting over 2,500 residents a week

Jean’s Cafe

Highbury Vale 
Cookery Programme

St Luke’s - 
Community 
Shop and Café 

Cook for Good 
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All Change 

Body & Soul

Brandon Centre

Fully Focused

Help on Your Doorstep

Home Start Camden and Islington

Islington Mind

James' Place

Kurdish and Middle Eastern 
Women's Organisation

SEN Family Saturdays

Street Storage

The BIG Alliance

The Parent House

Action Youth Boxing Intervention

Friends of the Rose Bowl

Islington Bangladesh Association

Islington Council No Recourse to 
Public Funds Team

Islington Virtual School

Middle Eastern Women and  
Society Organisation 

The Maya Centre

Arc Community Space

Manor Gardens Welfare Trust

Mildmay Community Partnership

Octopus Community Network

St Luke's Parochial Trust

The Peel Institute Company

Voluntary Action Islington

Stonewall Housing

Street Talk

The Manna

Community Language  
Support Services

Memory Cafe at Christ Church 
Highbury

Park Theatre

Pedal Power Cycling Club

Claremont Project

Cook for Good

Highbury Roundhouse

Highbury Vale Blackstock Trust

Hillside Clubhouse

Islington Somali Community (ISC)

Maa Shanti

MRS Independent Living

My Financial Harmony 

Peoples Place Community 
Partnership CIC

Remark! Community

Stuart Low Trust

Sunnyside Community Gardens

Choices CIC

Cut Moose

YourStance

Core Funds

Catalyst

Food Fund

Mind the Gap

Resident-led  
grant making

“I have met nice people 
to talk to and feel part 
of a social group” 
Attendee of Stuart Low Trust  
Friday Night Events

We also awarded small grants (£500-
£3,000) via the Food Fund, Disability 
Fund, Make it Happen and Jobs 
Programme.

Active Grants 2025								               

Volunteers at Stuart Low Trust
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Special thanks to the following supporters:

The Amber Fund 

Arsenal Foundation

Black Hill Charitable Trust

Bolt Burdon

Chivas Brothers

Clarion Futures

The Elevation Church

Endurance Land

Erith

Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation

Euromonitor

Frederick's

Google.org

House on the Rock

Islington Council

Linklaters 

Mark Leonard Trust

Mercers' Charitable 
Foundation

The Morris Charitable Trust

MUFG

Mulalley

Multiplex

Open Creates

The Portal Trust

RED Construction

Related Argent

Sage Publishing

The Mayor of Islington, 
Cllr Jason Jackson, and his 
office for their fundraising 

efforts and support this 
year.

Make Do PlayThank you!
Coalition Partners 

Business Design Centre 

City Bridge Foundation

Cloudesley 

Cripplegate Foundation

Macquarie Group

Peabody

Paul Hamlyn Foundation

Many thanks to all our individual donors 
and those who have remembered 

Islington Giving in their Will. 

“We’re thrilled to work with Islington 
Giving and support the incredible
impact they have in the borough. Their
focus on community-led initiatives and
understanding of local challenges inspire 
us to deepen our own commitment,
amplify what we can achieve together, 
and meet local needs.” 

Anne Kuenning, Assistant Vice President, Endurance Land.
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For further information please visit
www.islingtongiving.org.uk

13 Elliott’s Place 
Islington 
London  
N1 8HX

 @isgiv
	  Islington Giving

Islington Giving is a restricted fund of Cripplegate 
Foundation, registered charity number 207499

Islington Giving is a collaborative 
effort to create an Islington where 

everyone has what they need to live 
a good life. You – our supporters and 
partners –  are the reason amazing 

things can happen in our community.
Everyone has something to give –  

be it time, skills, or money. 
Get involved today and help turn 

local aspirations into action.
IslingtonGiving.org.uk

http://www.islingtongiving.org.uk
https://Instagram.com/isgiv
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/islington-giving
https://facebook.com/IslingtonGiving

